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Mission

St. Helen Catholic School is committed to
educating the whole person to see with Christ’s eyes.



Vision

St. Helen Catholic School is a place where God permeates all that we do while

we foster joyful disciples who know, love, and serve Christ and one another.



“St. Helen Catholic
School exists to

make disciples of

Jesus Christ who
know, love, and serve
Him”

Dear Friends of St. Helen Catholic School,

It is a great joy to have my first experience as pastor of a parish
with a school be here at St. Helen! As I prepared to make the
move to St. Helen, several former pastors, good friends of
mine, shared with me the excellent reputation of our school,
and particularly of our talented and dedicated principal, Mary
Kay Sims. It has been a joy to work with her, as well as our
School Advisory Board, teachers, and staff as we began the
school year. Blessing our school on the feast day of St. Helen
was a wonderful way to start our year together! It has been
exciting to meet many of our parents and students, whether in
our meet and greet events at the beginning of the year, in the
carpool line, or at Friday school Masses, and I look forward to

the year.

As an extension of our parish’s mission, St. Helen Catholic
School exists to make disciples of Jesus Christ who know, love,
and serve Him in their brothers and sisters, and who see the
world with Christ’s eyes. I'm grateful for all those whose love,
generosity, and sacrifices have brought us to where we are, and
I look forward to all the Lord has in store for the years to come.

Blessings and prayers!

In Christ,
Fr. Jonathan Raia

Pastor



Dear SHCS Community,

Reflecting on this past year fills my heart with immense
gratitude for the abundant blessings God has bestowed upon
our school family. It is a true joy to watch our young people
grow in faith, character, compassion, and academic

achievement.

Our nurturing environment exists because of the shared
devotion of our entire community. Every day, our students
are surrounded by extraordinary love and support as we walk
alongside one another—using our unique gifts to guide them
through every milestone, celebrate their successes, lift them

up, and help them discover their God-given potential.

I want to extend a heartfelt thank you to our dedicated faculty
and staff. Their unwavering commitment ensures our school
remains a sanctuary of learning and faith, and it is an
absolute gift to work alongside educators who lead with such
deep devotion and enthusiasm. I am equally grateful for the
steadfast support of our School Advisory Board, our Parent
Teacher Organization, our Parish staff, our school parents

and grandparents, and our extended parish family.

Thank you for being such an integral part of St. Helen
Catholic School. May God continue to pour out His blessings

upon our community and guide us in the year ahead.

Sincerely,
Mary Kay Sims

Principal

“Our nurturing

envivonment exists
because of the
shared devotion of
our entire
community.”




Service

In a powerful display of community spirit and faith in action,

students, families, and staff at St. Helen Catholic School

e 8 —  successfully collected over 1,300 non-perishable food items. The

| profit

dedicated to fighting food insecurity within

| massive collection directly benefited The Caring Place, a local non-

the

Georgetown community. The two-week initiative transformed the
school into a hub of charity. Our faith teaches us to feed the

" hungry and look after our neighbors. Seeing our students from

1\"?« ‘ -

single day.

pre-kindergarten to eighth grade carry boxes into the school with
such joy shows they truly understand the value of service. House
Council members helped load the 1,300 collected items into a

delivery truck bound for The Caring Place. St. Helen Catholic
= wp?,‘ School is deeply proud to serve its community by living out the
mAW cospel values of charity, compassion, and selfless service every

SHCS National Junior Honor Society put their faith
into action by assembling hundreds of essential
hygiene kits to support the vital work of Catholic
Charities. The hands-on service project brought
together our students to provide comfort and dignity
to local individuals experiencing homelessness and

hardship.

Representatives from Catholic Charities visited the
school to collect the donations, expressing deep
gratitude for the students' hard work. The completed
hygiene bags were distributed immediately through
local shelters and outreach programs, ensuring that
neighbors in crisis receive the immediate care and
support they deserve.

St. Helen Catholic School proudly supports Catholic
Charities of Central Texas and will continue to help
them live out their mission.

CATHOLIC
(jCHARITIES

CENTRAL TEXAS

ENGAGE. EDUCATE. EMPOWER.



Service

The Holy Cross Chapter of the National
Junior Honor Society (NJHS) truly lived out
our Catholic mission of selfless service and

leadership. These student leaders have

shown what it means to be the hands and feet of Christ. We
are incredibly proud of their dedication to scholarship,
leadership, service, citizenship, and character, and we look
forward to seeing how they continue to bless the world around
them.

Demonstrating a profound commitment to
putting their faith into action, these four
students collectively dedicated a remarkable
®_ 1,415 hours of service to our school and local
z _ a8 | communities. They were recognized at the
q E\} | = g angatl, JEUEAY! | i 9. Diocesan St. Thomas Aquinas Mass with Bishop
i YR

Daniel Garcia.

At our annual Convocation Mass, we proudly honored and recognized our
dedicated teachers for their milestone years of service. These exceptional
educators have given years of combined expertise, passion, and love to
nurturing the hearts and minds of our students. We extend our deepest
gratitude to these faithful servants for their enduring dedication to Catholic

education and for continually inspiring our students to grow in knowledge
and faith.

Ms. Williamson - 5 Years of Service Mrs. Beyer - 5 Years of Service



Faith Formation

It was a year of spiritual
growth for our 2nd grade
students as they encountered
Christ’s healing love and real
presence in the sacraments.
With hearts full of joy and
anticipation, these young |
disciples made their First
Reconciliation and received
the Sacrament of First Holy
Communion.

Guided by their teachers and
families, our students spent
months preparing to open
their hearts to Jesus. We pray
that the grace of these
sacraments may continue to
strengthen them as they grow
in faith, walk in friendship
with the Lord, and become
active witnesses of His love in
our school community.

Our 6th, 7th, and 8" grade students stepped out of
the classroom and into a powerful experience of faith
at the diocesan Eucharistic Rally. Gathering
alongside peers from across the diocese, our middle
schoolers spent the day in fellowship, dynamic
worship, and deep prayer, culminating in a beautiful
liturgy and adoration led by the Bishop.

This historic event offered our young people a

unique opportunity to encounter the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist and to experience the vibrant,
universal nature of the Catholic Church. We pray that the spark ignited at the rally continues to burn
brightly in our students' hearts, inspiring them to be joyful witnesses of Christ in our school and beyond.



Faith Formation

Y45 i N

Our 5th grade students embarked on a memorable four-day journey of faith, science, and discovery at the Camp

Kappe Youth Retreat Facility. Attending the acclaimed School of Environmental Education (S.E.E.) program, our
young scholars stepped directly into God’s great outdoors to study botany, wildlife, and life cycles through immersive,
hands-on learning. Guided by the principles of caring for our common home, our students returned with a deeper
appreciation for the wonders of the natural world and a renewed commitment to protecting God's-given resources.

As a meaningful rite of

passage before graduation,
our 8th grade class traveled to
the Texas Hill Country for a
transformative spiritual
journey at Eagle's Wings
Retreat Center. Nestled in the
peaceful, natural beauty of

Burnet, Texas, this special
retreat offered our graduates
a sacred space to pause,
reflect on their shared years
of Catholic education, and
look  forward to the
adventures of high school.



https://archgh.org/campkappe
https://archgh.org/campkappe
https://ewrc.org/
https://ewrc.org/

Extracurricular

SHCS is a member of the Austin Christian Athletic Association, where our sth through 8th grade students
compete in cross country, volleyball, flag football, basketball, soccer, and track. Itwas a historic year for
our athletes, highlighted by several championship victories. The junior high girls brought home the 1st-
place trophies in both volleyball and basketball, demonstrating exceptional teamwork and determination
on the court. Adding to the school's triumph, our cross country team also secured a 1st-place finish,
outrunning the competition to claim the league title. Congratulations to all of our student-athletes and
coaches for their hard work and commitment to excellence both on and off the field!




Extracurricular

6&30“‘—’11 %@ Our 2nd through 8th grade students showcased their incredible vocabulary and
& ) % composure at St. Helen Catholic School Spelling Bee. Students from every grade level
Q'Q: -\ & stepped up to the microphone, handling challenging words with impressive confidence
% 4] &| and grace. After several intense, nail-biting rounds, a 4th-grade student claimed 1st
m* b *‘? place to become this year's Ultimate Spelling Champion! We are incredibly proud of all

Qgt_ 19*255 our participants for their hard work, courage, and dedication to academic excellence.

f ¥/ |
4th & 5th Grade  2nd & 3rd Grade

KNIGHT

SCHOOL

SHCS offers “The Knight School” to
students grades PK through 5™, This
unique program transforms chess

into a fun, fast-paced game that
promotes critical thinking,
sportsmanship, and strategic
planning. The club helps students
build confidence and academic
discipline in a supportive
environment. They learn to master the
board while embracing the values of
fellowship and intellectual growth.



Events

L i
St. Helen
Catholic School
Pumpkin
Decorating

Our school community brought vibrant energy and creativity to this year’s Parish Fall Festival by hosting
a pumpkin decorating booth. This festive fundraiser brought together students, families, and
parishioners of all ages to transform ordinary pumpkins into colorful, imaginative masterpieces. The
booth served as a joyful bridge between our school and parish ministries, fostering a wonderful spirit of
fellowship while raising vital funds to support our Parish. Thank you to the dedicated parent volunteers
and enthusiastic students whose hard work made our booth a standout success and a beautiful showcase
of our community’s shared joy.

Our school community spread immense holiday cheer by participating

in the annual Georgetown Christmas Stroll Parade at the historic |
downtown square. Marching through "The Most Beautiful Town Square
in Texas," our enthusiastic students proudly represented our school with
joyful smiles and festive carols. The beloved community event provided "
a wonderful opportunity to share our vibrant school spirit, connect with = #

local neighbors, and celebrate the true joy of the Christmas season with |



https://georgetowntexas.gov/news_detail_T29_R614.php

Events

N e . We were honored to nominate Donna Martin as our "unsung" hero for
b al l] l S the Celebrating Catholic School Saints & Scholars Gala this year.
N . . .

~ - Donna Martin recently retired from St. Helen Catholic School after an
Scholars

LB ATING CATHOLIE SeOOL impressive 43 years of teaching in Catholic education. Her career
spanned across multiple dioceses: four years in Massachusetts with the
Diocese of Worcester, five years in the Archdiocese of Atlanta, and 34
years in the Diocese of Austin. Donna was one of the founding teachers
at St. Helen Catholic School, where she spent over two decades
teaching Kindergarten. Over the years, she became an integral part of
the school community, taking on roles such as Religion Coordinator,
serving on accreditation teams throughout the diocese, and assisting
with countless other duties as needed. Donna's heart lies in nurturing
faith. Creating a space where children and their families could grow in
love for Christ and one another was her greatest joy. Donna's lifelong
dedication to teaching, supported by her loving family and her
husband, reflects a beautiful vocation rooted deeply in faith, love, and
service. You will always be in our hearts, Mrs. Martin.
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Income & Expenses

The summary below is an overview of the
2025-2026 St. Helen Catholic School operating budget.

Revenue

Fundraising & Grants
16%

Other Parish Subsidies
1%

St. Helen Catholic
Church Subsidy
9%

Tuition
74%

Expenses
Instructional Admin. &
Programs & Fundraising
Materials 3%

6%

Building &
Maintenance

Salaries & Benefits
88%




The Lions' Pride Annual Fund continues to provide necessary
resources to enrich the education of the students attending St.
Helen Catholic School and bridge the gap between expenses and
tuition. These funds ensure that we employ quality teachers and
give them the tools and fraining to provide excellent instruction.
At St. Helen, we are committed to providing a quality, affordable
Catholic education to students in and around Georgetown. By
donating to The Lions' Pride Annual Fund, you partner with us

to ensure this tradition lives on for years to come.

Thank you for your support!!

Our Donors

Michelle Aaronson

Gilberto and Shirley Agustin
Chris and Sara Allen

Michael and Catherine Alvis
Michael and Jenna Ammenwerth
Michael Ariano

Michael and Elizabeth Armada
Michael and Ashley Avalos

Roger and Judith Avent

Ed and Ceci Bahr

Jose and Elia Barbera

Staci Barger

James Barger

Guillermo and Jennifer Basualdo
Daniel and Annemarie Bauer

Matthew and Sarah Berry

Josh and Sara Beyer

Billy and Belinda Beyer
John Billing and

Katherine Sheldon

John and Claire Bloodgood
James and Dale Bordovsky
William Boyd

Reynaldo and Denise Brown
Mark and Kathleen Brunner
Dennis Budmon

Shawn and Mary Bujalski
Jeffrey and Suzanna Cady
John and Diane Cannan
Ginger Caron

Michael and Linda Carpenter

Ysrael and Veronica Carrillo

Jose Rafael and Maria Carrillo
Hector and Judy Castillo
Francisco and Maria Castro
Jeffrey and Jessica Chaumont
Ryan and Jennifer Connors
Mark and Alina Cordova

Josue Garcia and Abigail Correa
John and Carolyn Crilly

Felicia Crissman

Randy and Jerrie Crow

James Crowley

Mary Ann Crowley

Tae Dailey

Blas and Diavelis de la Garza
Raymond and Edilma De Santis

Jetf and Katie deBeer



Imanol San Martin and
Louisann Diaz

Carlos and Luisa Diaz

James and Audrey Dimaala
Steve and Diane Dulle

Roberto and Linh Echazarreta
William and Raven Eilers
William and Tara Erickson
Oscar and Angelica Escruceria
Brad Falch

William and Stephanie Fejeran
Chris and Alexis Ferris

Miguel and Claudette Fragueiro
Phil and Lynne Gadd

Aliana Gamboa

Dennis Garcia

Keith O'Connell and Karri Garza
Isidoro and Cristela Garza
Sandra Georgeson

Ricardo and Alexandra Gonzalez
Richard and Tish Gossen

Kathy Goulding

Timothy and Claudia Grimes
Linda Guasti

Rita Gutierrez

John and Betty Halbleib

Scott and Audra Hall

Dustin Hall

John and Debra Hartnett
Linda Holmstrom

Russell and Sarah Hoyt
Tommy and Amanda Huf
Johnny and Marie Irvin
Francis Jackson

James and Amy Janik
Robert and Kim Johnson
Lloyd and Susan Jones
Rodney and Kathleen Jones
Julius and Tibba Kabugu
Bruce and Pat Katt
William Kiefer

Edward and Kate Knapek
Janet Krall

Evelyn Kropp

Andrew and Unna Kukla
Billye Lajaunie

Clayton and Vanessa Lajaunie
Craig Coon and Marielle Lanoir
Tam Le and Thang Nguyen
Mary Leatherman

Jim and Donna Lemar
Gregory and Aline Lemone
Cris and Valentina Lemus

Martin and Gina Luby

Richard and Barbara Lutowski
Kevin and Katherine Lyon
Tom Madden and Sarah Mackey
Rodney and Patty Maganide
Richard and Wendy Maldonado
Ebu and Eyme Manthuruthil
Charles and Jennifer Marquis
John and Raquel Marsh

Gabe and Liz Martin

Ruben and Rose Maynes
Aaron and Aileene McComas
Michael McGuire

Darryl and Maryann Mendez
Stephen and Maria Mendoza
David and Jennifer Moulton
Ryan and Anna Mudd

Betty Muzik

Maranda Nemec

Jude Nkwanga

Juliet Nkwanga

Gregory and Kathryn Nordick
Gloria Olsovsky

John and Dena Osterman
Gary and Mary Ouellette

Mary and Kenneth Pajestka
Mark and Stefanie Pajestka

Jackson and Linda Parker



Ladd and Marilynn Pattillo
Matthew and Megan Pecoraro
Richard and Cynthia Pela
Vera Petru

Frank and Renee Petsche
Rebecca Phillips

Ted and Geanine Manczko Pirc
Joseph and Patricia Pondrom
Ryan Morrissey and Emily Porter
Ryan and Alison Prudoff
Mark and Annette Pustka
Don and Brenda Raby
Enrique and Julissa Ramirez
Robert and Haley Ramirez
Brenda Reynolds

Mary Robson

Luis Ruiz

Monica Rychlik

LeAnn Rychlik

Luis Sanchez

Hector and Maria Sanchez
Oscar and Heather Santana
Justin and Elizabeth Saucedo
Brenda Schaub

Erik and Rebecca Schmude
Earl and Milissa Sedwick

Alex and Mary Ann Silva

Eric and Mary Kay Sims
Christopher and Kelly Siple
Dan and Laura Snyder
Graciela Soler

Rick and Tina Spanhak
Brad and Sandy Stewart
Brian and Pilar Stokes

Tina Straseske

Ronald and Edaline Tabor
Yosniel Brito Gonzalez and
Yulisa Talavera

Rodani and Jamela Tan
Jamin and Ayesha Taylor
Eusebio and Camelia Teliz
Andy and Cheryl Terrel
Gloria Thomas

Larry and Beverly Thompson
Matt and LaRena Tobola
Sogol Torabi

Wayde and Katherine Toups
Steven and Emily Triggs
Robert and Ashley Turzinski
Bill and Shawna U'Ren
David and Rebecca

Van Speybroeck

Margaret Vargo

Milvia Vela

Vincente Luna and Veronica Vela
Steven Ponder and

Andrea Von Quintus

Philip and Justine Wade
Donald and Dora Weaver
Sunshine Webster

Tiffany Weiser

Roger and Kaye Williams
William and Maria Williams
Heather Williamson
Franklin and Barbara Wilson
Wayne and Carolyn Wueste
Peter and Courtney Yau
Bertha Zavala

Businesses

Armada Towing

Artech Manufacturing
Bahler Street Pizza

Camp Briteside

Catholic Foundation

Dell, Inc.

Diocese of Austin
Dominican Sisters of Mary
Hat Creek

Holy Trinity Catholic Church
KJT Society

KJZT Society



Knights of Columbus - St. Helen
Knights of Columbus - St. Luke
Lands' End, Inc.

Lifetouch

Mod Pizza

Oftfice of Catholic Schools-
Diocese of Austin

P. Terrys Burger Stand

Panda Express

Playa Bowls

Raiseright, LLC

Santa Rosa de Lima- St. Patrick Catholic Church

Catholic Church St. Vincent de Paul-

Shake Shack Catholic Church

Sts. Cyril & Methodius- St. Vincent de Paul Society
Catholic Church St. William Catholic Church
St. Elizabeth Catholic Church The Gladney Foundation

St. Helen Catholic Church The Kebab Shop

St. John Vianney- The Kenedy Foundation
Catholic Church

St. Margaret Mary- Th k Y ,
Catholic Church a n O u o




Support St. Helen Catholic School

GIFTS TO THE LIONS’ PRIDE ANNUAL FUND

We are grateful for the many ways you made a collective impact in 2025-2026 and would appreciate
your continued support. The impact of your unrestricted gifts to our Annual Fund is expansive. Each
student, teacher, and family benefits from your gifts. Every area of the school requires bolstered
support to maintain the excellence that has already been achieved yearly. Your gifts increase the
quality of each individual child’s educational experience as St. Helen evolves to meet current and
emerging needs to maintain a legacy for many years to come.

Gifts to the 2026-2027 Lions’ Pride Annual Fund can be made by check or securely online.
visit www.shcslions.org
Mail to 2700 E. University Avenue, Georgetown, TX 78626
Attn: Development Office

RECURRING GIFTS Spread the financial impact of your donation over monthly or
quarterly gifts.

MATCHING GIFTS Your employer may match your donation and increase the
amount of your gift. Ask if your company offers this benefit.

TRIBUTE GIFTS A personal way to recognize an individual by dedicating a gift in
their name. Tribute gifts can be made in honor, in memory, and in celebration.

Contact the Development Office for more information or to facilitate your giving.



St. Helen Catholic School

2700 E. University Avenue Georgetown, TX 78626
512-868-0744 www.shcslions.org
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